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UM’S FIRST-YEAR READING EXPERIENCE BOOK ANNOUNCED 
MISSOULA—
Each fall semester, The University of Montana sponsors a First-Year Reading 
Experience essay contest open only to entering UM students.
The competition aims to bring students new to the University together to read a selected 
book and discuss it at events that include campus visits by the author.
The 2008 First-Year Reading Experience book selection is “Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil 
and Fundamentalism in Central Asia” by Pakistani journalist Ahmed Rashid. Rashid, a 
correspondent for the Far Eastern Economic Review and the Daily Telegraph, based the book on 
his experiences as a journalist covering the civil war in Afghanistan for 20 years. He traveled and 
lived with the Taliban and offers firsthand information from interviews with Taliban leaders.
Yale University Press published “Taliban” in 2000 and calls it “the only authoritative 
account of the Taliban and modem day Afghanistan available to English language readers.” The 
book was a New York Times bestseller for five weeks and has been translated into 22 languages.
Rashid will speak on campus Oct. 9 as a presenter in the University’s 2008 President’s 
Lecture Series.
Three cash prizes are awarded for winning essays: $400 for first place, $200 for second
place and $100 for third place. Submitted essays should be 500-1000 words. The form of the
essay is open and can range from personal reflections to critical reviews of the book. Winning 
essays will be published on the First-year Reading Experience Web site.
The deadline for submitting essays is Saturday, Oct. 18. Guidelines and more details are 
online at http://www.lib.umt.edu/firstvear/readingexperience.htm.
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